
‘A book that tells of how the governors engaged with the people of Queensland and with their hopes, 
achievements and disappointments. Not a book about garden parties and ritual and formality, but a 

book about real people, about Queenslanders.’

Her Excellency Quentin Bryce AC, Governor-General of Australia, previously Governor of Queensland

Special Offer a book that celebrates Queensland and its 150th birthday

The Authors Peter and Sheila Forrest

Peter Forrest is a fourth generation Queenslander who has written and broadcast extensively about 
Australia’s history. The special focus of his work has been the people and places of inland Queensland. 
Sheila Forrest is a comparative new arrival from Scotland who shares the background of many of 
Queensland’s pioneers.
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We hail, with triumphant joy, this glorious event‘We, reposing special trust and confidence in the prudence, courage and loyalty 

of  you, the said Sir George Ferguson Bowen, ... have thought fit to constitute and 

appoint ... you ... to be, during our will and pleasure, our Captain General1 and 

Governor-in-Chief  in and over our said colony of  Queensland.’ 2 Queen Victoria’s appointment of Sir George Bowen as the first Governor of 

Queensland followed a procedure that was already long established and was to 

continue, almost unchanged, until very recent times. The colonial governors, 

and later the governors of states, were and are representatives of the monarch 

and thus it was and is within the monarch’s personal prerogative to appoint 

and dismiss them. 
In exercising that prerogative, Queen Victoria and her successors acted on the 

advice of the British government. That in effect meant the Colonial Office, 

a powerful government department that was first established to manage 

colonial affairs in North America and was the responsibility of the Secretary of 

State for Colonies, usually known as the Colonial Secretary.The governors who came to Queensland through the colonial period (and 

even long afterwards) were selected from within a narrow group of ‘suitable’ 

people. They were aristocrats or at least well connected ‘gentlemen’, or they 

were military officers; they had sometimes held political office or public 

service positions in Britain; some of them needed a salaried career and what 

better career than being a governor? Others were independently wealthy and 

simply wanted to serve the Empire in a useful and distinguished way. In many 

cases, there was a mix of all these characteristics and motivations. 
There was a hierarchy of governorships – the appointment to Queensland 

was relatively junior, New South Wales was better, but a posting to India 

was a glittering prize. Some men moved through the hierarchy – Bowen, 

for example, was a career governor who lived in various government houses 

almost continuously from 1859 to 1886. Ambitious men like Bowen knew that if they were to climb the vice-regal 

ladder they had to please the Secretary for Colonies and his bureaucracy. 

The governors had to furnish regular and full reports with commentaries 

on local affairs. They certainly had to explain actions they had taken on any 

constitutionally sensitive issues and their involvement in any controversies. 

Their instructions required them to act on the advice of their local governments 

on local matters, but they had to jealously safeguard Imperial interests in 

areas such as defence, external trade and international relations. 
In practice, the governors had to exercise their own judgments in many cases 

where they might have preferred to wait on advice from London. Time and 

distance often prevented that, at least until after telegraphic connections 

between Australia and Britain were established in 1872. Bowen complained 
Left: Queensland’s first governor, Sir George Ferguson Bowen in 1882, when he was beginning a term 

as Governor of  Hong Kong. At the time of  separation in 1859, he was the man for Queensland’s hour.

‘The authors have done a great service 
to Queensland history.

This book, richly researched, thoughtfully 
written and beautifully illustrated, 
will help to broaden the community’s 
knowledge of the differing and unique 
contributions each of our 25 Governors 
has made to our history, and in so doing, 
help to deepen our understanding of the 
individuals and events that have defined 
and shaped the State of Queensland.’

Penelope Wensley AO,  
Governor of Queensland
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Special pre-publication offer – for orders received by  
10 December 2009, save $20 on retail price on either edition.
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$50.00 plus $10.00 postage and handling for hard cover edition. 

$120.00 plus $10.00 postage and handling for silk bound and  
boxed deluxe edition.
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All for Queensland will be a magnificent Christmas gift – use 
the order form to specify details of recipient, add a list to 
detail extra recipients.

Homage to the past – inspiration for the future

A book for all Queenslanders – a special contribution by the 
Office of the Governor to the celebration of Queensland’s  
sesqui-centenary.

A lavish and generous book of 312 large pages filled by the 
stories of people who have shaped our history, with insights into 
episodes and places everywhere in Queensland. With hundreds 
of fascinating historic photographs and other illustrations, in 
hard cover or special silk covered and boxed deluxe edition –  
a chronicle of Queensland that will endure for generations.


